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Asian Women

Playing For Courts
And Kings

“I bave a holistic outlook on life — you can'l just do things for the
."By Robin Bower

sake of doing them

FHOTOS BY JE

have a holistic outlook on life — you can't just do things
for the sake of doing them. You have to tie them together
0 thar they make sense.”* Annic Livesey has done just th
Malaysia and now in Hong Kong.
nang. she identific ced for
dustry, and the government

q ¥ imp I these reg She has vaught English
ar university level, and occupicd = high level public relarions position
which mvolved writing speeches for the Prime Minister and the King
alaysia. **] was known @ the ‘cosmopolitan lady' because | would

with her carcer hoth

Ar the Consumers Association ol

health regulations in the optical
b | I

o in Malaypsian national drew, then Western. Thai and anything
that was diff colotful.”” This was unprecedented ar
conversative Coopers & Lybrund in Kuala Lumpur where she was the
eraining and PR manager

The enthusiasm Annic has for her work is uplifting. Ten years of
weaching boought great personal rewands. ) have a very differcnt
ar — Dwould gt

TNt as

approach o learning 2 language. Ie's not just grams
my students to read, w dhink, (o analyze. Bahasa Malaysian was the
language of wition in schoals, nor English and when English was mught
it was drill, drill, d
help the stedents ger ahead in their carcers,”” she explains.
e 25th

clog

I taught communication English that would

Annie moved on 1o develop the new imape for
of the Malaytian Tnsritute of Management. 1

vermry

a new logo

HIFEN ROWSEILL

and ragline which was approved by the Prime Minister and unvei
at an official coremuny last year.” She also wrote tie speech for the
Primme Minister at thar unveiling. One of Ao 15 was
the Public Relativus frm Edic Pringle and Associaies. *“Ihey asked me
< 2 column for the Malaysian national newspape:

's major

New Serasts

10 W
Timses, and Utwean Madaysis. The column was callec

surance and
You which | woote every Sunday for u year. It was a hard year with
me learning as much as I could about insurance!" Annie’s concern
was 1o give a different perspective on insurance. 1 cared wbout who
was decmed responsible for environmental accidents and deforcsrarion
and what happencd with Labils = where the Cenral

that they asked me to veL my

ty. bt got to the s

raball

Bank got 5o wornied abour
writing!""

Ataround age thirry-six Annie realized her career wus buoyant bur
her personal life was floundering, She met husband Kevin in Malzysia
at, she says, just the right tme in ber life. “"Kevin never wied wo change
me like cther men — he was not threatened by me.”’ A couple of
months after they met Annie wemt 10 Hong Kong, where Kevin 15
based, for a holiday. After being a national rennis coach for eight years
in Wales and then Kong. Kevin rerired [rom on
wtead 1o its promari
any, Asia Pro Te
ike the look
She retumned,

selve years in H

court tennis in 1991 wnd tarned his arrentio

and runs, with Asnic. 2 small ¢
promotes renni
of Hoog Kong — it was o0 busy
though, afier resigning from her job w be married in June 1994, *'1
wasn't at the stage of my life where T wanted w go charging arour

5, ol

all over Asia and Australia. *'[ didn't

laughs

Hong Kong promoting myself. | was ready for life with Kevin and
was happy with that. We moved o Sai Kung which gives me the bencfit
of both worlds. [ love it. But | = !

1 needed some wor Hler
stumulation

They have & balanced complementary re
aware af Anuie's expertise in gaining corperate sponsorship
her dogged persistence, *We were on holiday in Langkaw
sponsonship ideas
was hooked ™

cionship. Kevin is cdleatly

Kevin, “and Annic couldn’s resist explaining o

the hotel we were staying au

w0 the manager ¢

was 3 woid in wornen's and junioc tennis which Asa Pro Teanis

lling. **Sponsors want o sell their produce so it is nor just a muter
of giving them a couple of banners on court or them giving us & couple
ol free air tickets,"" explains Aunie, '*'What we offer is o prometion

For cxample, we might call an evene the Volve Women's Open, huve

| perrol station
brack scar. We then hold 2 compes

a Volvo car in 2

th Dunlop vcunis balls on the

on where the public has o guess
the number of ennis balls o win the cu. Or we
“Mote than lageral thinking, I cousider it thinking
outside whe circle, ' emphasises Annie, Asia Pro Tennis promoges 1000
professional women playess. *“We need long-tcem support 5o thar we
«an help the sponsor help ws. T call it v ded service, We are in
a service indusery. If a client (sponss we give him
“Orga
Asia Pro Tennis, with Annie’s experuse, has helped promote Asian

he ger a hoeel

o host an event. '’

5 and 6," says Annie @ is the easy pare

tennis from x former bow level to the creation of eleven women's events
. Asia now boasrs
one woman in the top ten in the world, and seven in the wp fifty

and participarion in events in ten Asian couns

The Hong Koag govemment i now giving tax cxemprions to any
privare busincs putting moaey into sports development for youth. *T
really have a sense of sadsfaction now. | am calm and doing some-
thing close to my heart,” muses Annie, looking ar Kevin
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