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Visiting the
guru in Ubud

Getting a cure and your fortune told proved a
tall order for Robin Bower

n.a sabharical in Bali,
the first hoolk ro read is
thi: bestseller, Bar, Pray,

Ftself in the hands of many tourits
who come to Ball. The relevant
section is Love, set in the Balinese
mountain village of Ubud.

Liz, the writer, finds berself on
a yueest for enlightenment and
spends most of her fonr months in
Ubud visiting Ketut Liver, a healer
and fortune teller of 2 venerable
age who spends by duys officianing
at the many Balinese ceremonies
and healing the masses who come:
1o his doos each day.

I'waa’t go into her particubar
journey; suffice 1o say this man iy
enjoying movie star starus and his
repurtation has spread wordwide.
Om my recent trip to Ubud, T
thoughs it would be interesting to
see if 1 could find him and have my
own “calightening experience™ in
his

presence.
1'd forgotven his oume so ssked

the speaking circnir at hospitals
and very well known. Did he
lnow where to visie him? W
discovered that theman at
reception had visited him to cure
an ailment and an offer uf = ride

wnd
after twisting and turning down
the nsual circuitous routes in
Ubud, we came upan a shingle,
“Fetut Lives, painter and .
woodairver™. He appeared to bea
man of many talents.

We were directed o un old
stained sofe and told the great man
was ara mddmg and wis o
rerurn in 20 minuves. This
stretched out to abour 13
hiours,during which we talked to
hix som, Nyoman, an art teacher,
and looked at his detailed Balinese
drawings. I'd heard thaza
donstivn was sufficient for his
services and to confirm this 1
asked Nyoman. He said 200,000
Rp (322.53) would be & good
amount but whatever we could
afford s a

Finally, the great man eppeared
in the carved doorsmy of his
home. GIMH‘WM in long white
robes, be came towarnds s,
showing bis une-tooth smile in s
dark beown fce.

“[ am very plewsed you
come,” be suid and maln‘be
could have breakfast before soving
us. Mare time was spent looking
at the home temple, wedding
photos of Nyaman's children snd
Ithe homestav ar the back of the

compoumd:
Finally, Ketur was ready to see
15 aed we were beckoned to sit on

2 woven mut near 3 doorway A
Yietle gir] who turned out tn he
Ketut's great grandduughter was
ushered forwand and wanted to
show us ber own paintiogs in
child’s sketch book. Colourful
pastel drawings of her friends,
mauntains and honses us.
1 dfid the duriful thing and ssid
they were beautiful When she
i, “Would pou like to buy?™ 1
said no thank you, and quickly
gave them back.

Ketur sat down in front of us,
pulled out Eat, Pruy, Love and
asked if I'd read the book.

8o whar does Liz sy about me
in the book?" His English wes not
good encugh to read $o 1 told him
a few things she tells about him in
the hook. He seemed satisfied and
asked Chrisrine what she did for o
jub. She told him she was an art
tescher and manaper. He then
Touked at her ear, nose and month
and sid she was 2 “pond pirl, a

She would have
plenty of money, be
rich, get married soon
and if she wanted to
make a good match
she should pay
$US200 for one of his
paintings

smurt ggirl”. He read her palm next
and revealed she would have
plenty of money, be rich, pet
marcied soon and if she wanted to
make a good match she should pay
FUS200 for one of his paintings he
called his “magic love painting”,

A sideways m‘ulcdhﬂ
displeasure at this outcome and
she told him she conldn’t afford it.
He said that was fine, that the
would still have pood Iuck, ger
married and be rich.
- 1 pushied ber to ask him to heal
‘ber frozen shoulder. He studied it
and said: *Call & doctor.” At the
request that be heal it, he said: °T
cannot, you should do yoga."™

Then it was my tarn.
Apparently, Christine and 1 have
very similar destinies becanse I
wes wlso going to be rich, pet
mnlned soon and have lote of

wis also 1 “good smart

slzl"bn.tlxdmm‘tom:'mlh
“magic Jove painting™. It was time
to pay. | banded over 100,000 Rp
(’Tl’)huhunme, made the

Our gurn had let us down but had
Lold us whar he thaught we
wanted to hear. T just wonder bow
his repulation has spread or if, at
the age of §7, his healing abilities
have finally expired.



