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Asian Women

Traveling Life's
Great Road

Through ber writing and photography, Nazima Kowall is sharing

the various lifestyles and customs she witnessed on a Jourteen-year
Journey. By Robin Bower
Photos by Jennifer Bowskill

azima Khatoon Ningoon Tbiabim Kowsll docen’t jusy

wiite travel arvicles; she lives them. Perhaps thar's

what makes her work so vital. Primuily a photo-

grapher, Nazima can also sdd photojournalist,
author, wdeographer, mulumedia amise and explocer o her lise of
credentials. With over fourreen yeuss” worth of storics from wavels along
the Silk Road, she hus published arricles and ph phs in 1
magazines both in Hong Kong and interarionally.

A navive of Siklum, Nazima was at coc ume involved in public
relations and in promoting the culoure of her country, A small kingdom
squashed bevween Nepal and Bhutan, Sikkim was once pan of Tiber
but now lics within lodia's boundar

Mazima turmed ro phowograpl mecting bier husband, Farl
Kowall. A Canadian photographer, he was in Sikkim ro phowgraph
the third highest mountain in the world and was suaying ar her farher's
horel. 'Farl and | were fated 1o be rogether,” 1 became
2 photographer afies he marmicd me. He is 2 very pood eacher.
Whatever | learmed is from him.*

Her influential family was
wary of foreigners, and the
prospect of his daugheer's

says Kowall. *

marmiage o one caused her
father wncern. Afrer 2 long,
complicated discourse ahour
Earl's muirahility, Nazima's
farher, the head of Islam in the
kingdom, firully agreed vo the
marriage as long as Earl
converied to ldam. So Eard,
the Canadian Jew, and Na-
zima, the Moslem,
married with five thousand
people in asmendance over
three days. A photo of rheir
wedding shuws both families
in wadirional Sikkim dress
oblivicus

were

soet o the

gruity of the scene

A swnning mix of Mon-
golian, Kuzks, libetan and
Chinese culiures, Nazima i
tall aad stnking. and effusiv
animated, Her family he

for much of et
wraveling and fur

catalyse

Nazima's work cen-

liferime
ters around the mystique and
histery of the silk This
Rande

year n House (U

Hodder & Stoughton (U Verlag Lubbe (Germany) are publishing
Daughter of the Gress Sk Road (with a foreword by the Dalai Lama)
which tells the story of the fourteen-year seurch for Nazima's long-
lost ceneral Asian relatives, Nazima tells many captivating stoties abour
the people and their long-ohserved cusioms. At A near the
north of the Indiun and former Sovier border, Nazima was kept prisoner
fur two days under suspicion of being 2 Russian agent. “They thought
becsuse no forcigners were allowed in the asea,”

I owa 2 spy.
she says.
Tibetan, Hind:
eight Indo- Asisn languages Nazima speaks and reads. [er linguistic
skills have enabled the Kowalls 1o
1 swizck

epali, Utdu, Arabic and Bhurancse are six of the

avel to some of the most isolated

places on carn
and write them all. Everyone thinks [ am a narive wherever we go,”
Nazima states,

Nazima's photographs are wanted for magazines, newspapers
and coffee mble books. 'l am one of the Himalayan =
for Asaweed,”” she says. She has written and supplicd phowgraphs
for books on Ladakh, Kashmir,
Nagaland, Meghalays, and Dar
jeeling for The Guidebook Company
in Hong Kong. and was a contri-
butor to Retwrn fo the Hears of the
Dragon for OfcA Publishers.

CD-ROM =
which mixes srill

om ane Leguage w another and cn read

newest venrure

phowography,
maving pictures and commenrary,
Through phow and video vigneres,
Narima provides fxniestic mughv
o Living cultore. She con
appears on the other side of
video, first, holding the
in the world. next as a g
a grucsome self-muclaung fesival in
Thailand. She has rwn verons of the
CD-ROM — one censored and one
uncensored 25 she wallingly <

Lroversy over
ligious rituals and scenes of sexual

ing hizarre re-

diversity. “Life is bizarre and
unbelicvable ar rimes. T want w show
i all.”
With videas and films, books,
exhibitions and lectures, calendars,
les, interviews, television
age and now CD-ROM,
Mazimu's talents ate in high

demand. Afrr many years
on foot and by camel, whar's next?

“We're off w Canada fo
quist bur I I be taking my
work with me"" Perhaps she'll
find some unchiarted tefritory oa her

oad.

oew 1o







	BI4
	B International Traveling Lifes Great Road-1
	B International Traveling Lifes Great Road-2

