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Asian Women

A Teacher Of Note

Celebrated pianisl, recording artisi, broadcaster and writer — these are all

Nancy Loo. But to ber, the most important thing is family.

By Robin Bower

Ihe soft sounds of Chopin flow casily from the *"'gm

Stares 10 find composcrs, and one of the picces was specially

of Nancy Loo. She sies with eyes closed as if

before her father’'s magnificent pianc. Her long

falls in front of her [we. While she speaks, she
consantly rums 1o the pinno 1o puncusate her dislogue, und fills pauses
with musical cadences.

Music has been Loo's life since she was five. She was bom in
Hoag Kong to 2 mother who sang on the radio and a father who made
clothes for rourists. “Initially
my mother encouraged me in
my music bur thete was aever
any pessure.” Loo won every
comperirion she ever enterod
amd at sevenreen was sccepred
inno the Juilliard School in Mew
York. She hasa Masters degree
from Juilliard,

lists of prizes
from invernazional comperi-
wons in lealy, Paris and Spain,
and hus pecformed with orches-
ras around rhe world,

More recendy Loo has begun
teaching. published a book and
recorded rwo concertos with the
Hong Kong Chiness Orchesta.
She also scts as a presenter for
Radio Television Hong Kong's
Radic 4 music program and is
a enlumnise for a magazine. In
addition. she is the mother of
fuur children.

A quiet.
who is absorbed
and her family, 1
modess abour her a

ments, '
liard 1 had tzouble wi
wngts and [ coulda’t pl
vety upset and miscral
first year. The next year |
entered 2 compettion and [
ed 1o be my friend but they weren't rthere when

st year. | noriced the difference and it

shocked me.
Loo’s philosophy is u.-a\h out to everyday people, not necesarily

the academic or musically iant, Teaching and performing ase very
different she ays, *One is more inward, one is more ourward; teach
ing is reaching out. When I'm weaching | gain something i rerum,
Performance is more like soul seasching ™

One of her loves is recording. A recent CD is a cello rranscipuon
of hymus with Loo as the suleist. Her producer went all over the Unired

“When I'm teaching
I gain
something in return.”

‘Performance is
more like
soul searching.”

od for the ding. ““This has always been one af miy
dreams. | want 1 produce 3 different 2specr of hymns. I've managed
to find some of very different sryles. Some are rag, some are counitty
end western, and some aze classical,” she says with a brightness in her
*lam & Christizn and 1've always believed hymns can reach our
o people. Loe vacillares with exse between her diverse roles. **1 have
divided my life inwo four — perforser, weacher, mother, freclance
wrirer/ broadeaster. | keep
leoking into mypsell through
my music. And reaching
presents 3 hig challenge in
ocganizing my wock, ,lum
ing
she smi
“"My

Imporrant

mi.e.

If and wleracing,”

%
family s  very
to me. My mother
wis a big influence on my
life.” When her marher died
in 1993, Loo had o reassess her
life. " Nobody can repluce you
as a2 mothes, You can he
replaced 28 3 reacher, » 2
writer, & 2 musician, bur nor
a8 a mather. | have o give my
children someching. Not mate-
il possessions bur 1 need w
I them something of
mysetf "

Lou’s need to write is abio
strang. It is o different foree
from her music. *'T write crazy
things about life and death and
Chincse funerals, romance,
fears abour 1997, pubeny
and prowing up. observances
I find interesung
Engers touch the keys and
her wopds are almost losr
within the notes of the music
My book means o speak the
' she whispers as the nearly inaudible piano interrupes

Y ller

inexpeessible
her speech.

Whar about the fumre? A pianit rom
playing Seavinsky o celebruie the this
Conrempaorury Dance Company. It's ot just piano
wogether we are creating something. I love perfunming with a group
of people ruther than 2s 2 solobe. ™

Suddenly the house eruprs into chsos; the childron are home and
her face changes fom mellow introspecrion o delight. Her most difficule
and rewarding pare of the day has begun

Laiwan and T will be
ay of the City
"salso datwe so
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