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BOOKS

CHILDHOOD INSPIRES

Aaron Corlett

SOUTH Perth-born writer Robin
Bower was inspired by her child-
hood growing up in the suburb for
her latest book.

My River Sanctuary imagines if
Chinese urban farms and gardens
that were around South Perth in
the 1880s to 1940s were still preva:
lent 1n modern times.

Woodvale resident Bower said
her mother told her about the
farms and gardens and this In
spired her to write the book

We grew up near the zoo and

the river was like our front yard,
I've got wonderful memories of
plaving with local kids,” she said.
“I've always dabbled with writ
ing. I've worked In publishing in
Melbourne, I've worked as a free-
lancer and I've written about the
diamond and jewellerv industry
for a trade magazime while living
ih Hong Kong
“My first book Beyond Home
was published in 2014 and my sec-

ond book Sense of Paris was a col-  South Perth-born author Robin Bower Picture: jon Hewson

laboration celebrating Paris.”

Bower said this book was in- book,” she said.

“I always seem to gravitate
which made her interested in Chi- back to my childhood and some of
nese culture the characters reflect that

“] was living there during the “Kim is the main character.
handover period and so there are  She is struggling to keep her farm
historical references to that in the profitable, and there is Jack who

spired by her time in Hong Kong,
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was the boy next door and her first
love.”

Bower said she had learned a
lot from publishing her first two
books, which made it easier when
it came to My River Sanctuary.

“At the moment I'm writing as

KNOWING WHAT'S ON
15 JUST A TOUCH AWAY

many short stories into different
competitions as I can and running
my own blog, while also working
full-time,” she said.

The book is available on Ama-
zon: mybook.to/MyRiverSanctu-

ary.

summer months. |

On February 23 from 10am-
11am, the Carlisle/Victoria
Park Toy Library will bring a
pop-up toy library to the out-
side of the Victoria Park li-
brary, allowing members to

borrow and play with larger

toys on these days. ,ﬂ
Mayor Trevor Vaughan 3

said the addition of non-tradi- )

tional library items was a y

great initiative. ?

“The idea is that people
have the opportunity to grab
a book from the library, bor-
row a deck chair and sit
under the shade of a tree, or
out in the sunshine and enjoy
some time out,” he said.

“You've also got the option
of working outside in comfort
on your laptop or portable de-

vice using the library’s free
Wi-Fi.”
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ENTERTAINM
MAKING SENSES OF PARIS TRIP

ARITER Robin Bower
nd artist Christine
vandenbergh are two

d friends who decided

take a trip to Paris on
a whim

What resuited is a
bespoke and unique
hook, Senses of Paris,
which is written and il-

1~rmd through the
ive senses of human
perception.

Bower said the seed
for the book was sown
when her friend had a

t:I“"F}, to return to
{ ui‘} for a hkll]d

“It was Chris's bmh-
lay and she wanted to
g0 to Paris because she
hadn't been there for 25
years,” she said.

“l was interested in
going and said to her
Why don’t we do a book
while we're there? and
she agreed.”

Bower said they
Wanted to ereate some-
thing different, a ‘liv-
mg' document of their
experience.

“We recorded all the
different experiences
on what we felt with our
sénses: taste,

touch. sight
sound.” she said.

It’s just

smell,
and The book is available

13

“They are very per-
sonal reflections... in-
stant reflections of
where we were at the
time.,

“It could have been a
snapshot from a snippet
of a stranger's conver-
sation through to sit-
ting arm to arm in a
crowded Parisian cafe.

“It was about those
visceral responses we
have. It was a great
challenge that forced
vou to be creative with
vour interpretation of
your senses.”

Vandenbergh said
her artistic influence
was Monet.

“We rented an apart-
ment in Montmartre for
three weeks. It has a
very diverse cultural
representation there,”
she said.

“It was our base
from where we went to
Monet's home village.
a beautiful
place, Giverny. I have
loved Monet all my life.

For a sneak peek
into their works, visit
www.robinbower.com/
senses-of-paris.

only as a hard copy.
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Robin Bower and Christine Vandenbergh say their book has sections where owners can record their own perceptions.
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