Paradise
revisited

A quarter-century
after her first
sun-kissed
encounter,

Robin Bower
returns to Bali
where the smiles
are just as bright
even if the visitor’s
eye has dimmed.

Photograph above: The beauty of
Ku De Ta at sunset.

wenty-five years 4go on

ey first visit (o Bali (andd

{irst visit amywhere), I

stepped off the plane

into a tropical paradise
heavy with the scent of unknown
experiences, a virgin in a virgin
paradizs. The party started nm the
plane with the mobile cocktail bar
rocking in economy. Young men
zbounde; their frst act on
Bulincse soil being to strip off the
P‘.;ﬂh clothes and kick back in

ng 2od “Dou't drink the
\ntcl, 55h£ in it" T-shirt.
Thoughts were of meeting boys,
partying the might away, drinking
a5 many cocktaile ag we conld,
tasting my firer oranpe fuice
blissed with magic mushrooms,
and getting high — something 1
nover would heve contemplated at
bome. Everyone, Baliness and
foreiguer, was my age and the
potential for romance was off the
Richter scale. No thought of

heimets, we jumped on random
motochikes to be aken by young
Anstie men to heaving nightehihs

|* BCENIC & SFECTACULAR *

with exotic names like Rum Jungle
and the ks ic Matilda's where
the makn aturection was the wet
“T-shirt competition.

Anssies were everywhers and
there was a 99 per cant chance
you'd meset the boy next door,
“This was a rite of passage for Perth
girds,

At the risk of sounding like u
jedod expat overcocked with living
in Hong Fong and the cry of “You
«can't get good belp snymore™,
times have changed in Bali as they
imexorably do. But is it Bali that
has changed, or me?

Thess days no one walks on the
footpaths due o having to climb
«aver gaping holes phunging to a
watery drain below at cvery
sevond step. The puvement rises
and falls continuousty with the
bhapless pedestrian having to dodge
rubbish, piles of dirt, broken slabs
or dog faeces. The young riders of
today are moge safety-conscions
and usually obey the mandatory
rule about wearing halmers bor
there are still no road rules, and

3 I o
ﬂnud& giltlnl at Jemubuk Beach Piotures Rese Em

evervone’s still called Ketur or
Made,

Miraculously, | can cross the
moad untonched becase the
motorhikes and taxis quickly
Fwerve 1o avoid me.

Every Raliness is the same age
a5 T was when I first came; it’s only
me wh has aged. They pess with
huge smiles and “Good morning,
where you from?” echoes on every

and feast in ope of the many
international restaurants offering
every type of cuisine.

“I'he restaurant scene in Baki hae
evolved with the world's hest chefs
providing top-quality choices. Try
the best first, Ku De Ta, » French
fusion mix with minimalist design
and fabulous courtyard
overlooking the sea. Hang out bere
cwq t&} at sunset with a

street corner. Most &
those whe risk the ever-present
dangers of walking on the
footpaths, don't even mnke eye
contact, Anstralian or mot.

Instead of young people jotring
on pastcands of sun-filked days and
fluid-filled nights, they are
tapping away on laptops et cafes
with free wi-fi access.

vou. Rather, write to the overseas
friend who can't be here 10 share
the experience. I'hm- are sl
f “transport™, “taxi®,
“DVD", “CD" while trying to
have » peaceful lunch but these
days one “go away, please™ will
sullice. The latest *pronsotion™ is
the offer of a free gift (which turns
ot to be one of three items: a
laptop, $1000 or a free week in
Bali — *You are o hacky™} if you
urn up 1o 2 45-mimte
presentation on something
{probably 2 vacation club). Having
been duped by s at bome, 'm
immediately not interested. The
young man who has stopped me
on the street via motorbike has a
sad expression sayiag be w;llgﬂ
350 if 1 go to the presentation,
abligation. The bair dossn’t h\nk
me and | apologise for his lnss.

If the prospect of Rali belly
wrTies you, eome to Semi nyak

pe eockuail ($3)
and check out the beautiful people
as we all watch the sun dissppear
over the sea. You could be in
Cannes or Monsco encounterng
myriad nationalities.

Or eat at La Lucciola, 2
magmificent two-stoney Ttalian
restaurunt in traditional Bulinese
bamboo right on the beach. The
Living Room: is a delicions step
into 2 Somerser Mangham story —
buge ceilings, chandeliers, silver
service, a sparkling heavenly
marden doteed with tealights and
melt-in-your-mouth delicecies. A
suphisticated sleck bar adjoins the
wein restureot end oozes smooth
until 3em. Or go to the Hu'u Bar
I you're into electronic, house or
jazz into the wee bours.

In a word, Bali has gone
np-market. Of course, yon can efill
taste the delights of the old Bali
bt there is so much more in 2008,
The great things are still there: the
smiles of the people, ardree
walks back to the villa in the
durkest of lanes, chenp ond good
messages, hot languid days,
top-class restaurants at low prices,
sunsets, beach and water
frolicking, island hepping,

.

ANIMATION - SCENERY - GA ONOMY ENTERTA!NMENT
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BRAZIL ARGENTINA
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